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As I reflect on Paul's ministry, parts of his work reminds me of the
Biblical roots of our appointive system. Acts 13:2-3 always comes to my
mind during the ordination service and the "fixing of appointments" at Annual
Conference. In Acts 13, the leaders of the faith gathered and the Holy Spirit
directed them: "Set apart Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have
called them. Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them and
sent them off." Paul and the leaders of the faith continued this tradition of
"sending" ministers. In Acts 11 the leaders in Jerusalem sent Barnabas to
Antioch. In I Corinthians 4:17 Paul sent Timothy to the church at Corinth and
then later he sent Titus to the same church (II Corinthians 8:16-24). In II
Timothy 4:10 Titus is sent to Dalmatia. The very roots of being "sent" to do
the work of Christ are found in the life of Christ. Christ continually sent forth
his closest followers to share the Good News. In John 20, after Mary
encounters Him in the garden, the first words He offers to all of the disciples
(except Thomas) are "Peace be with you," and then, "Peace be with you, as the
Father has sent me, I am sending you."
While other branches of the Christian family tree have a "call" system
and hire their clergy, our United Methodist appointing of clergy to local
congregations is our version of the Biblical, apostolic, "sending ministry" of
the Body of Christ, the Church. Our United Methodist Book of Discipline
charges our Bishop, Paul Leeland, with the authority and ministry of making
the appointments. However, Bishop Leeland doesn't do so in a vacuum. First
and foremost, all of the appointments are made in the power and presence of
the One who promised, "Where two or more are gathered, there I am also." In
conjunction with the eight District Superintendents of the annual conference,
prayerful, holy conversation is held and then the appointments are made by
Bishop Leeland.
Our local churches, pastors and Staff Parish Relations committees
have a crucial role in this ministry. Both pastors and congregations, each year,
prepare a picture of their ministry through their profiles (it is crucial that yours
is up to date!). More, each pastor and congregation expecting a move will be
consulted with by their District Superintendent. This time together, coupled
with the profiles, gives the superintendent information to share with the
Cabinet as the appointments are considered. Clergy may be appointed
anywhere in the Annual Conference (though the Cabinet tries to take into
consideration special circumstances) and churches may receive a pastor from
anywhere in the conference.
Now, it's important to know that consultation is not negotiation nor is
it more than advisory. Every year clergy who wanted to move are returned
and vice versa. Every year churches who wanted their pastor to stay, found
that for the mission and ministry of the greater church and Kingdom, they
were moved elsewhere and vice versa.
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In broad strokes our time is that, even now, our District Administrator, Amy Johnson, is setting up consultation
appointments for clergy and SPRC committees. Each month, until annual conference meets in June, the Cabinet will
gather to work on appointments. In late spring, clergy and churches will be contacted regarding their pastor or
appointment for the forthcoming conference year.
With roughly 1100 churches and clergy, this is a God-sized ministry; one that dare not be executed without the
fervent prayers of the "people called Methodist.” Let us begin a season of focused, regular and intensive prayer for the
Bishop and Cabinet, the clergy and congregations so that God's desires are fulfilled in this divine ministry of sending and
receiving spiritual leadership.

In Christ,
Michael F. Bailey

Resources Available from the District Resource Center
With Lent just around the corner, the District Resource Center has several Lenten studies
available for you to check out. New Lenten studies added to our selection this year are:
“Made for a Miracle” by Mike Slaughter. The author examines two components (divine
action and human responsibility) for every miracle. This is a six-week, DVD-based study.
“What Makes a Hero? The Death-Defying Ministry of Jesus” by Matt Rawle. This six-week DVD study
offers an image of what it looks like to be victorious over trials and temptations. Looking at pop culture heroes
and others through the lens of faith, the author shows how Jesus turned the concept of hero on its head.
“Embracing the Uncertain” by Magrey deVega. This study explores six stories in the Gospels as Jesus travels
toward Jerusalem. Each chapter includes questions for reflection and discussion.

We want to share the good things going on within our churches. If you have
something you would like to share with others, please let us know.
This month we celebrate that
Fairview UMC in
Thomasville was recently
recognized by Davidson
County Schools for their Pilot
Point Program. They received
a $20,000 grant from Duke Endowment to help with this
project. Pictured to the right are some members of
Fairview UMC at the Davidson County School Board
meeting.
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APPORTIONMENT - A portion meant for the service of God.
(The above is the definition of what the word “apportionment” really means as stated by a
former Conference Treasurer, Bob Meyers.)
We will continue to add to our Apportionment Honor Roll as churches pay 100% of their
apportionments. The churches added this month are in bold lettering.
Congratulations to the following churches who have paid 100% of their District AND
Conference apportionments for 2017:
Ardmore
Bethel (Mocksville)
Bethlehem (Pine Hall)
Brookstown
Center (Mocksville)
Chestnut Grove (King)
Cooleemee
East Bend
Fair Grove
Farmington
Franklin Heights
Good Hope
Hickory Ridge
Level Cross
Mallalieu-Jones
Mitchell’s Chapel
Mount Olive
Mount Zion (Pinnacle)

New Mt. Vernon
Palmyra
Piney Grove
Prospect
Sedge Garden
Shoals
St. Andrew’s
St. Paul (Hamptonville)
Stony Knoll (East Bend)
Union Chapel
Yadkin College

Asbury
Bethel (Thomasville)
Beulah
Bunker Hill
Central (Thomasville)
Chestnut Grove (Mocksville)
Cornatzer
Elbaville
Fairview (Pinnacle)
First (Mocksville)
Friendship
Hanes
Hillsdale
Longtown
Maple Grove
Mock
Mount Olivet
Mountain Grove
New Union
Pilot View
Pinnacle
Saints Home
Shady Grove (East Bend)
Siloam
St. James
St. Paul (W-S)
Tabernacle
Union Ridge
Yadkinville

Bailey’s Chapel
Baltimore
Bethesda (Pine Hall) Bethlehem (Advance)
Blackwater
Boonville
Burkhead
Canaan
Central Terrace
Cherry Street
Clemmons
Concord (Mocksville)
Delta
Dobson
Elm Grove
Epworth
Fairview (Thomasville) Faith
First (Pilot Mountain) Forest Chapel
Fulton
Germanton
Hanes Grove
Harmony Grove
Johnsontown
Kingswood
Love’s
Main Street
Marvin
Memorial
Morris Chapel
Mount Herman
Mt. Pleasant (Boonville) Mt. Pleasant (W-S)
New Hope (Pilot Mtn.) New Hope (W-S)
Oak Forest
Oak Grove (Mocksville
Pine Grove (K’ville) Pine Grove (W-S)
Pisgah
Pleasant Hill
Salem (Mocksville) Salem (Mt. Airy)
Shady Grove (W-S) Shiloh (Germanton)
Smith Grove
Snow Hill
St. Mark
St. Mary’s
Stokesburg
Stony Knoll (Dobson)
Trinity (King)
Trinity (W-S)
Wesley Chapel
Withers Chapel
Zion

Congratulations to the following churches who paid 100% of their District apportionments for 2017:
Arcadia (Clemmons)
Centenary (Clemmons)
Crews
Mt. Carmel
Rockford Street
Yadkinville

Bethel (W-S)
Centenary (W-S)
Hardison
Mt. Pleasant (Tobaccoville)
Shiloh (Lexington)

Bethesda (Lexington)
Center (Welcome)
Konnoak Hills
Oak Grove (Mt. Airy)
Trinity (Thomasville)

Brooks Temple
Center (Yadkinville)
Maple Springs
Pleasant Grove
Unity
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District Leadership Training
January 28, 2018
Mt. Tabor United Methodist Church
3543 Robinhood Road
Winston-Salem, NC 27106
2:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.

A new year provides us with an opportunity to learn about different roles in the church. We will
meet briefly in the sanctuary of Mt. Tabor UMC for opening remarks, etc., before going to the
respective classes. Classes being offered this year are:
 The Role of the Staff-Parish Relations Committee led by Rev. Michael Bailey, District
Superintendent, and Rev. Amy Coles, Assistant to Bishop Leeland – This class will explore the
basic duties of the Staff-Parish Relations Committee, as well as explore the role in recognizing and
encouraging the call to ministry among those in their congregation.
 Raising and Spending – Church Financial Stewardship and Management led by Rev. Dr.
Mark King, Conference Treasurer. Participants will explore the topic of stewardship with holistic and
biblical concepts in the Wesleyan tradition as well as provide financial management best practices.
 Is it time to move from “friendly” to “radical hospitality?” led by Rev. Rene Wilt, Yadkin
Valley District Church Vitality Specialist. Being a “friendly” church is good, but being in ministry in a
confused and hurting world calls for radical hospitality – the kind of hospitality that says people are
important to God and important to us. Join this discussion around tangible ways to show we care,
from the parking lot deep into the heart of the congregation.
 The Role of the Trustees and Church Security led by Bowen Hough, a local attorney who is
also a member of the Yadkin Valley District Trustees. Learn the role of the trustees as well as
discuss practical ways to keep your church and congregation safe.
 Local Church Historian led by Rev. Jim Pyatt, WNCC Archivist and Historian. This session is
open to local church historians, church secretaries, anyone who is interested in the history of their
church, or anyone interested in the church’s records and historic documents. We will focus on
which records to keep and which records can be discarded (and why), how best to keep these
records for posterity, and where to look to find records from the past. Those attending are
encouraged to share their questions regarding the preserving and recording of their church’s history
and its records.
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Thursday, February 15, 2018
9:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Clemmons United Methodist
Church
3700 Clemmons Road, Clemmons, NC
We will have two morning workshops:
Bells and Signing
These will be great fun!
Communion and Closing Worship
by Rev. Dr. Matthew Burton, Jr.
Come together during the Lenten
Journey with old and new friends for
a time of fellowship, inspiration and
worship, enjoying a continental breakfast and a catered hot
lunch. You could also win one of many door prizes.
Cost for the day is $10.00 including breakfast and lunch. Make
your checks payable to Yadkin Valley District.
Mail your checks along with your reservations including your
church name to 1031 Reynolda Road, Winston-Salem, NC
27104. Registration deadline is January 30 2018.
Questions: Rev. J. Dwight Cartner, Older Adult Coordinator, Yadkin Valley District
dwightcarol58@windstream.net
or 336-248-4520 (home), 336-242-8518 (cell)
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Yadkin Valley District
2018 Lay Servant Training Registration
Location: Trinity UMC, 725 W. Dalton Road, King, NC
Two Saturdays (March 3 and March 17, 2018), 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Please check one:
Advanced Courses:

Basic Course
“Transforming Evangelism”
“Living Our United Methodist
Beliefs”

__________
__________
__________

Location: Midway UMC, 9795 Old Hwy. 52, Lexington, NC 27295
Two Saturdays (March 3 and March 17, 2018), 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Please check one:
Advanced Courses:

“Afire with God”
__________
“Leading Missional Small Groups” __________

Location: Smith Grove UMC, 3492 US Hwy. 158, Mocksville, NC 27028
Two Saturdays (March 17 and March 24, 2018), 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Please check one:
Advanced Courses:

“Accountable Discipleship”
“Called to Preach”

__________
__________

Cost is $40/course. The cost of the course includes text and lunch both days.
Name

_______________________________________________________________

Address

_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

Telephone

____________________________

Church __________________________

E-mail

____________________________

Amount Enclosed: $_______________

Approved: _________________________________________________________
Signature of Pastor
Make checks payable to Yadkin Valley District Office
1031 Reynolda Road
Winston-Salem, NC 27104
Registration due by February 23, 2018.
THERE WILL BE NO ON-SITE REGISTRATION.
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2018 Lay Servant Course Descriptions
The Basic Course acquaints you with your gifts, calling, and responsibilities as a follower of Christ. It offers
guidelines for best practices as a church leader and in mission and ministry in the community and in daily life.
This course is the foundational course for lay speaker training and is a pre-requisite for any Advanced Course.
This course will only be offered at Trinity UMC in King and will be led by Rev. Bart Milleson.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------The Advanced Courses being offered at Trinity UMC in King:
“Transforming Evangelism” will be led by Rev. Janet Dixon. This course leads participants to learn from John
Wesley how to practice relational evangelism. They will discover that evangelism involves not only sharing our
faith with others but also welcoming people into a community where they can grow in faith.
“Living Our United Methodist Beliefs” will be led by Sara Williams. Participants will explore the beliefs and
practices of The United Methodist Church and will develop a deeper understanding and experience of the
Christian faith as they embrace the United Methodist way.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------The Advanced Courses being offered at Midway UMC:
“Afire with God” will be led by Rev. Chuck Ireson. This course focuses on stewardship. Church members need
to be encouraged to go beyond thinking in terms of dollars contributed in order to see stewardship as becoming
living examples of the gospel. Included in this study are examples for faithful stewardship of the earth, ways to
reinvigorate stewardship in worship, long-range planning ideas, and plans for individual ministry growth.
“Leading Missional Small Groups” will be led by Rev. Sandra Ireson. The text for this study is
“Transforming Community.” This course teaches the Wesleyan way to form missional communities and
congregations. It is based on the conviction that just as holiness of heart leads to holiness of life, it is
communities of holy love that participate in God’s mission in the world.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------The Advanced Courses being offered at Smith Grove UMC in Mocksville are:
“Accountable Discipleship” will be led by Rev. Gary Elrod. This course focuses on the concept of the
household of God, the importance of scripture as divine revelation, Wesleyan understandings of grace, and the
importance of the office of class leader in the development of the Methodist movement. You will be encouraged
to look at your own faith community and see how it is (or is not) a reflection of genuine Christian community.
“Called to Preach” will be led by Rev. Darren Crotts. This course is designed for those who have not
completed formal preaching training. Participants will learn guidelines for developing and delivering a sermon.
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Good News Crew
A Puppet Ministry of Tyro United Methodist Church

Presents: "Go Tell the World"
Sunday January 21st 6:00p.m.
Pine Grove United Methodist Church
1018 Piney Grove Rd.
Kernersville, NC 27284
The Good News Crew is a Puppet Troupe
from Tyro United Methodist Church. This
group brings the good news of Christ Jesus
in a fun and innovative way that captures the
hearts of young and old alike. Special lighting
effects, unique props, black light puppetry,
and drama enhance their presentation.
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Once our students attend Confirmation, how can we keep them and their
families involved? There are no easy answers, but Confirmation
Continued curriculum can provide a system to keep the momentum of
www.confirmationcontinued.com for free resources and more ideas to
keep their faith journey going!

Conference Brotherhood/Sisterhood Sunday
Sunday, February 18 is our designated Conference Brotherhood/Sisterhood Sunday. We encourage all churches to
include the following information in their February newsletters and weekly bulletins to inform everyone of this
significant ministry to our clergy families.
The Brotherhood/Sisterhood of the Western North Carolina Conference has been engaged with the families of
clergy members ever since this voluntary association of clergy and laity was organized in 1894. With the founding
121 clergy members pledging $5.00 after the death of a member and with laity members pledging $1.00 or more,
clergy families received $400.00 to help with funeral, medical, and moving expenses. This past year, 15 clergy
families received our financial support.
As we begin 2018 with 672 clergy members pledging $8.00 and more than 1,700 lay members plus local
church classes and groups contributing $3.00 or more per death, $9,500.00 is the base amount of the benefit. To
maintain this level of support, we need to increase our membership and the total amount of pledges and contributions.
With deep gratitude for the on-going support for this compassionate ministry to clergy families, we invite everyone
to join us. Please visit our website at brotherhoodsisterhood.com to learn more about your Conference
Brotherhood/Sisterhood including how to become a member. We welcome your prayers and any suggestions you will
share with us about ways we can sustain and strengthen this ministry together.
Your brother in Christ,
Roland T. Barnhardt, Executive Director
Robbie Carr, Administrative Assistant
Brotherhood/Sisterhood of the WNCC
PO Box 1096, Belmont, NC 28012

Cell phone: 336-406-1879
Office phone: 704-825-1333
Email address: BHSHWNCC@BellSouth.net
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Get Connected…To Each Other! On a Worldwide Marriage Encounter you can
make your good marriage GREAT! Marriage Encounter is 44 hours where married couples
can get away from jobs, kids, chores, in-laws and technology to focus only on each other.
If you’d like greater depth, growth and enrichment in your relationship, you’ll love the
difference a Marriage Encounter Weekend can make! Join millions of couples worldwide
who have learned how to keep their marriage vibrant and alive. The next weekend will be
held on February 9-11th, 2018 at the Wingate in Charlotte, NC. You can find more
information and register online at encounter.org or contact Geoff and Francine at 518–
281-2274 or email at meumcarolina@gmail.com

Church Kitchen Coordinator Needed
Main Street United Methodist Church in Kernersville is looking for a person
to plan, purchase, prepare, serve, and clean up for the Wednesday Night
Dinners, Lenten Lunches, and approximately 5 other meals at the
church. Anyone interested in this paid position please email resume and
contact information to susan@mainstreetumc.org.
Fair Grove United Methodist Church, Thomasville, N.C., the oldest
Methodist congregation in Davidson County, is currently seeking a creative
and energetic director for our Youth Ministry (6th – 12th grade). He or she will work with the Youth Leadership
Team to vision, plan, develop, and implement all aspects of a balanced youth ministry in the areas of group
building, worship, discipleship, mission, and outreach.
Our mission at FGUMC is to make disciples of Christ who worship God, grow in their faith, and serve in the
church and world. This is a part-time position. Please forward a cover letter and resume to: Marvine Myers,
Staff Parish Relations Committee at smjm58@gmail.com

YEAR-END STATISTICAL REPORTS
ARE DUE JANUARY 31.

Yadkin Valley District E-News

January 2018 – Volume 7, Issue 1

Page 13

District Joys and Concerns
We extend our heartfelt sympathy to the family of Rev. Ellen Yarborough (retired Deacon) on
her death January 13.
We extend congratulations and best wishes to Rev. Eric Lineberry (New Union UMC) and
Jennifer Burton Lineberry on their marriage December 30.
We extend get well wishes to Pat Slaughter (wife of Rev. Baxter Slaughter, Bethel UMC, King) who is recuperating
from surgery.

Upcoming Dates
January 28 – District Leadership Conference, Mount Tabor UMC, 2:30 p.m. – 4:30 p.m.
January 31 – Statistical Reports Due
February 15 – Adult Lenten Day Apart, Clemmons UMC, 9:30 a.m. -1:30 p.m.

Yadkin Valley District Staff
Michael F. Bailey, District Superintendent, 336-725-4502, mbailey@wnccumc.org
Rene Wilt, Church Vitality Specialist, 304-771-0123, rwilt@wnccumc.org
Amy Johnson, District Administrator, 336-725-4502, ajohnson@wnccumc.org
Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday, 8:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Closed on Friday

